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Methodists 

NEWSLETTER OF ST GEORGE’S HARTLEPOOL 

Oct-Nov 2026 

 
 

Don’t you find that Bible passages pop into your head whenever 
you’re wondering about things? I often think about the rich man planning 
new barns for the future when he will die that night; what chance for 
those who cling on to power like so many of the world’s leaders? 

Recently the world seems to have gone mad and hatred and 
suspicion abound and blaming everybody else at the behest of self-
seeking leaders. I’ve never been a fan of St Paul, but his letter to the 
Corinthians contains some of the most important words for Christian 
living. Here they are: 

  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, 
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 
gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful;[ 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 

8 Love never ends.  

If we all took heed, we would live in a better world. Don’t you think 
so? 

Chris 
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Dates for your diary 

October 
Sunday 11 October - 4pm at Oxford Road Baptist Church.  A talk by Pastor Heli, the 
Secretary of Good News Ministries in India who will be telling people about their 
work. 
Thursday 15 October – Elders’ Meeting at 2.15pm. 
Saturday 17 October – Synod Meeting at St James’, Newcastle. 
Wednesday 21 October – Group Elders’ Meeting, 10.30am at Billingham. 
Sunday 25 October – Evening service of prayer and reflection 6pm at the Headland 
Baptist Church. This will take place on the last Sunday of each month. 
Friday 30 October - Concert by Chris While and Julie Matthews at 7.30pm. 
November 
Friday 13 November – Concert by Bob Fox &amp; Stu Luckley with support from 
Geoff Rodgers, at 7.30pm 
Thursday 19 November – Elders’ Meeting at 2.15pm. 
Saturday 21 November – Christmas Fayre, 11am until 2pm. 
Sunday 22 November – Church Meeting will follow morning worship. 
Saturday 28 November – Remember a Life Service in St George’s at 3pm. 
December 
Saturday 5 December – A Concert for Christmas with The Hartlepool Community 
Singers, George Colley and The Seatones, 7.15pm. 
 

Churches Together in Hartlepool  
8.30am Prayer Meetings: Wednesday 14 October, St Columba’s Church 
Wednesday 11 November, Oxford Road Baptist Church 
These are open meetings and all are welcome. The prayer session lasts for 
approximately 30 minutes and is followed by refreshments. 
 

Coffee Rota 
Oct.      4th.       Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers.  
            11th.      Margaret Fraser, Gillian Elliston.  
            18th       Liz Moss, Gillian Cartman.  
            25th.      Joan Rennie, Sheila Harrison.  
Nov       1st.       Barry Liddle, Enid Bushnall.  
              8th        Ray Trench, Madeline Bell.  
             15th       Margaret Fraser, Janet Henderson.  
             22nd.     Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers.   
             29th.      Gillian Elliston, Liz Moss.  
Dec.       6th.      Gillian Cartman, Joan Rennie.  

  13th      Sheila Harrison, Barry Liddle.  
              20th.     Enid Bushnall, Ray Trench.  
              27th.     Madeline Bell, Margaret Fraser.  
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Data Protection 

To keep church records up to date and in line with GDPR requirements, if you 
change your address/telephone numbers/email address please let Margaret H know. 
Thank You. 

Food Bank 
Please continue to support the Food Bank as you are able in 
these difficult times. The box is in the hall area. Thank you. 
 

Change For Africa 

We have made our target for twinning our little 
garden with a community garden in Africa. We’ll 
wait for our wooden plaque to arrive to show what 
we’ve done. We have £12 left in the kitty. 

When we started this appeal, life was very 
different. There were banks who were happy to 
take in cash. Now, if it’s coin, they don’t really 
want to know. To be blunt, it’s now getting to be a 
real problem changing the money, or even 
depositing it, unless it’s notes. The Post Office will 
take cash, but it’s easier if the coins are not copper. I am at the moment drowning in 
pennies and tuppences. I am happy to keep change for Africa going, but not in its 
present form. If anyone wants to take over then I am very happy, otherwise please 
could you spend your copper instead of giving it me? Thank you for all the hundreds 
of pounds we’ve collected in the past.         Chris 
 
Thank you 
Thankyou for the good wishes, cards and gifts given to me for my 90th birthday. They 
were really appreciated. Thankyou also for your prayers while I have been unwell. 

God bless you all, Wyn Parkinson. 
 

35th Hartlepool (St George’s) Scout Group  
In September, the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts went by coach to attend the County 
Fun Day at Raven Gill. It was a good day and much fun was had by all. They 
enjoyed taking part in a great variety of events including archery, drums, Highland 
Games, air rifles, Nerf war, laser tag, pyrographic, lawn games and The Tuck Shop. 
Regular meetings have now re-commenced after the summer break. As part of the 
scientist badge, the Beavers and Cubs conducted an experiment about 
convection where paper snakes were suspended above a heat source to make the 
snakes spin. Some Cubs have recently moved into the Scout group. They are 
learning the Scout Promise which they say at the beginning of a meeting as the 
Union Flag is unfurled. 
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Janet White 
When I think of Bill and Janet, I think of their love for each other, their 

willingness to help anybody, and their hospitality. This is symbolised by Bill’s whisky 
and by Janet’s baking, particularly her scones. Recently she kindly gave me her 
recipe, but mine are nothing like Janet’s. 

A prime example of hospitality was when Janet offered to look after the junior 
Humberstons and Eddowes when we were having an elders’ away day. Janet fed 
them and entertained them so well that when it was time to come home, the children 
refused as they hadn’t had their tea and they’d seen what Janet was baking. 

There was such fun in their home and love. Janet adored her grandchildren 
and was thrilled to be a great grandmother. I shall miss hearing the latest news from 
“the Scottish Embassy”.                Chris 
 

 

Church Register  
Baptisms 
Sunday 16 August 2026 – Hunter James Murphy, son of Sophie and Joshua. 
Sunday 20 September 2026 – Albie James Thompson, son of Tiegan. 
Weddings 
Saturday 15 August 2026 – Philip John Watson and Devina Michelle Braham. 
 
. Link to hope Shoebox Appeal 
          Thank you to everyone who has contributed items to include in the shoeboxes. 
We hope to fill 100 boxes again this year.  We still need shampoo (max 400ml) and 

sweets or chocolates (BB June 2027 EU Origin) 
         The shoeboxes will be sent at the beginning of November. They 
will be packed on a Thursday morning. If you would like to help pack 
the boxes, please tell any member of the Hobbies group       

 
Thank you 
Gillian Elliston 
 
 
Property Committee, 

We have reported for quite a while that things have been ticking over at St 
George’s regarding the property and this has been so but just like buses, things all 
seem to come along at once sometimes.   

 After a long wait, the tree has gone! At 6.00am on Saturday morning (26th 
September) the council workmen turned up and cut down the plane tree that was 
standing at the entrance to the church. In many ways it is sad to see it go, but the 
reasons for having it removed are many, so we are pleased that somewhere there 
will be a tree planted to replace the one that has gone from St George’s entrance.  
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 We are moving forward with the plans to refurbish the church lounge and 
very soon there will be a refreshment area installed at the western end of the 
room.  Along with the drinks’ fridge, there will be a fully integrated fridge for milk etc 
so that the room can be used for meetings.  There will be a sink fitted so that you 
can also wash the cups up afterwards! 

We are in the process of changing the internet suppliers at the church.  Many 
will probably not be aware that we have wifi, but the system is there for everyone to 
use although it is primarily used to monitor the CCTV to keep our buildings safe and 
to control the heating systems from home rather than making a journey to the church 
to click a switch. 

The organ always stars in our services and we are so pleased to have an 
instrument that is in good working order.  My Uncle John Ross would be well pleased 
that the organ is still in fine voice after all these years, however all instruments need 
a tweak and a tune occasionally and the mighty Binns organ is no exception.  We 
recently had a visit from Malcolm Lightbown whose father converted the organ to 
electrical switches many years ago and he put right a few little things that were 
causing issues.  He also mentioned a short but expensive list of other items that will 
have to be addressed soon. We have asked him for an estimate for this work and will 
see if Synod can help us with the costs.   

As St George’s organ is probably the finest in the town (cover your ears, Ian 
Pounder) it is only fitting to have it in tip top shape so watch this space.  We are 
looking forward to a visit from Daniel Cook in 2027 so we will need the organ working 
well for that afternoon matinee concert. 

 
 
 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ- all answers begin with K 

1, Which organs are affected by Bright’s Disease? 

2, What title was given to the leader of Imperial Germany until November 1918? 

3. What name was given to the United Nations’ first war taking place in SE Asia 
between June 1950 and July 1953? 

4 What is the more common name for the patella? 

5 What is the name of The Dandy’s cartoon cat? 

6, Meaning ‘divine wind’ what word was given to the Japanese suicide attacks of the 
Second World War? 

7. What was the name of the crazy police force created by Mack Sennett? 

8. What K is the seat of the Russian government? 

9. What is the name given to the Anglo- Indian dish that comprises smoked haddock, 
rice and eggs? 
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10. What name is given to communal settlements in Israel? 

11. The song ‘Stranger in Paradise’ features in which musical? 

12. What English word is derived from the Hebrew for proper? 

13. What mane is derived from the Gaelic for Handsome? 

14. The Mammoth Caves can be found in which American state? 

15. What is a young beaver called? 

 

Answers 

1. Kidneys 2. Kaiser 3.Korean War 4.Kneecap 5. Korky 

6.  Kamikaze 7. Keystone Kops 8. Kremlin 9. Kedgeree 

10. Kibbutz 11. Kismet 12. Kosher 13. Kenneth  14. Kentucky 

15. Kitten  

 

St George’s Venue   
 
Very many thanks to Chris and family for sponsoring the Tannahill Weavers to 

come to St George’s in September.  It was so disappointing that Richard was unable 
to be there and we wish him well.  The Tannahills really rocked the place with their 
own brand of traditional Scottish music (I am sure Janet and Bill were listening 
too).  Once again this concert was a financial success and for this we have to thank 
everyone who helped throughout the day and the evening to make sure that 
everything went smoothly.  There are many roles that we have to fill and if it wasn’t 
for the dedicated team and their helpers we would struggle.  Gill has recruited some 
of her friends from outside of the church to help and these are valuable.  If anyone 
else in the church can help in any way, just speak up.  If you don’t you might end up 
being volunteered. 

Our next 2 concerts are Chris While and Julie Matthews on 30th October and 
Bob Fox with Stu Luckley on the 13th November.  I am pleased to welcome my 
brother Geoff back to St George’s as the support musician for this concert.  Chris 
and Julie were with us in 2025 and it was nearly a full house.  Definitely worth 
coming to see them again; they are exceptional musicians and just lovely 
people.  Bob and Stu have been revisiting their back catalogue with this tour and 
tickets are selling very well.  This is another concert that will be well received and will 
bring people into St George’s.   Our doors are always open to saints and sinners and 
a welcome is made to everyone.     

The Hartlepool Community Singers will be performing for us at the beginning 
of December (5th December).  This concert replaces our annual Carols for Hartlepool 
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concert which, although always excellent, took a lot of organising and was in direct 
competition with so many other carol concerts at Christmastime.  So, we made the 
decision this year to invite the HCS to help us open our Christmas season.  Please 
come along and support our concerts and events. 

The programme for 2027 is currently being put together and there are some 
leaflets in St George’s giving a preview.  If you would like to sponsor one of the 
concerts please let me know. 

Paul 

 
St George’s Christmas Fayre 2027 
Our Christmas Fayre this year will be on Saturday 
21st Nov 11 am - 2 pm. There will be soup lunches 
and entertainment by George Colley’s Vocal 
Assassins.  Donations for the food hamper, raffle, 
lucky dip bags, raffle and cake / savoury stalls would 
be very much appreciated. Free entry. Please tell 
your friends and family. 
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News of People 
 
We had the sad news a few weeks ago that Janet White had 
died. Her funeral service will take place on Thursday 1st 
October at 1.45pm at Macclesfield and Bollington United 
Reformed Church, Park Green, Macclesfield. We send our love 
and sympathy to Fiona, Colin, Alison and their families. 

Please pray for our members and friends who may be unwell, particularly Kathy T, 
Wyn P. and Richard E. 
Special birthdays 
Jenny Spires will celebrate her 80th birthday on 8 October, Margaret Carter will 
celebrate her 80th birthday on 13 October and Val Rigg will celebrate her 80th 
birthday on 15 October. Happy birthday Boomers!  
 

FLOWER DONORS 

October 4  Mrs J O’Neill 
October 11 Mrs M Watson 
October 18 Mrs S Hindmarch 
October 25 Mrs M Welford 
November 1 Mrs E Bushnell 
November 8 Mrs M Humberston 
November 15 Mr F Whittaker 
November 15 Mrs S Hindmarch 
November 22 Mr N Simpson 
November 29 Mr N Simpson 
December 6 Mrs K Thompson 

 
Stewards.                                          Keys 

Oct   4th         Gillian Elliston, Sandra Hindmarch.        Liz Moss.  
       11th.        Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.        Alan Woodhall.  
       18th.        Alan Woodhall, Pam Branfoot.               Nick Simpson.  
       25th         Sandra Hindmarch, Gillian Elliston.       Liz Moss.  
Nov  1st.        Liz Moss, Pam Branfoot.                         Alan Woodhall.  
         8th.        Alan Woodhall, Pam Branfoot.               Nick Simpson.  
       15th         Sandra Hindmarch, Gillian Elliston.       Liz Moss.  
       22nd.       Liz Moss, Pam Branfoot.                        Alan Woodhall.  
       29th.        Alan Woodhall, Sandra Hindmarch.       Nick Simpson.  
Dec. 6th         Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.                 Liz Moss.  
        13th.       Pam Branfoot, Liz Moss.                         Alan Woodhall.  
        20th        Sandra Hindmarch, Pam Branfoot.         Nick Simpson. 
        24th        Alan Woodhall, Gillian Elliston.                Liz Moss. 
        25th.       Sandra Hindmarch, Liz Moss.                 Alan Woodhall. 
        27th        Pam Branfoot, Alan Woodhall.                 Nick Simpson.  
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Worship in St George’s 
 
October 
4th 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings, Communion 
11th 10.30am Mrs Judith Winn 
18th 10.30am Rev David Whiting 
25th 11am Rev Kim Plumpton, Group Service at Marton and Nunthorpe Church 
***NO SERVICE IN ST GEORGE’S ON THIS DATE*** 
November 
1st 10.30am Mrs Jan Harper, Communion 
8th 10.30am Mrs Judith Winn, Remembrance Sunday 
15th 10.30am Rev David Whiting 
22nd 10.30am Mrs Maranny Jones, Church Meeting follows this service 
29th 10.30am The Worship Team (GE), Advent Sunday 
December 
6th 10.30am Rev John Elliston, Communion 
 
Communion Rota Nov Gillian Rodgers  Paul Rodgers    
Dec     Betty Woodhall  Alan Woodhall 
 
 
St George’s Regular Activities  
Sun 10.30am Family Worship  

Mon 6.00pm Beavers 

 6.30pmCub Scouts  

7.0pm Scouts  

Thur 10am Hobbies Club 

 

 

 
 

Newsletter Editor 

   Chris Eddowes  65 Hutton Ave Hartlepool TS26 9PP tel 01429 
269412  
Copy for next newsletter by Nov 29th please 

 

Church Officers  
CHURCH SECRETARY  
Mrs M Humberston 25 Belmont Gdns TS26 9LS tel 
425847 CHURCH TREASURER  
Mrs Sandra Twist, 17, Granville Ave tel 273447 
 HALL BOOKINGS STEWARD 
Contact Mrs M Humberston 
Church Office 
Anyone who would like photocopies doing please 
contact Gillian Elliston  
email: grmchart@gmail.com 
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