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                                      Methodists 

NEWSLETTER OF ST GEORGE’S HARTLEPOOL 

Aug-Sept 2026 

I have been gardening this last week and I have had a robin by my 
side throughout. He looks very young but isn’t afraid of humans. The 
Buddleia bush is alive with butterflies, a few white but in the main, very 
colourful ones. It lifts the spirit and reminds me that God is just a thought 
away. Bess, Butterflies, birds then on Thursday the greatest blessing a 
new great granddaughter. No matter how many times you see a new 
born baby, for me it is always awesome and judging by the expression 
on her four year older sister’s expression when holding her, she found it 
pretty awesome too, 

Sometimes we get so caught up in the dark side of life, wars, and 
atrocities. Politicians who make us sometimes feel genuinely sick and 
now wild fires causing huge devastation and sadly loss of life. You are 
only a thought away but in petitioning for peace and justice, healing and 
wholeness we fail to see the beauty of your world and give thanks for it. 
We fail to remember we are loved by you and that we are surrounded by 
that love. No matter how dark life may be, we have a Great Big God 
supporting us in all we do. We pray  

Dear Father we thank you that you are always with us, in happy times 
and sad times, we never walk alone.  Thank you for butterflies and 
robins, the perfume of flowers, and the colours that brighten our world 
reminding us that though the world news is dark and upsetting, we do 
have a wonderful world to care for and cherish.  Amen  

Maranny 
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Dates for your diary 

August 
Sunday 16 August – a baptism will follow morning worship at 12.30pm.  Please could 
some of the church family stay to make the church promises.  Thank you. 

September 
Thursday 3 September – Elders’ Meeting 2.15pm. 
Thursday 3 September – Concert by Scotland’s Tannahill Weavers, 7.30pm. 
Sunday 13 September – Church Meeting will follow morning worship 
Sunday 20 September - a baptism will follow morning worship at 12.30pm.  Please 
could some of the church family stay to make the church promises.  Thank you. 
Monday 21 September – Grange Road Church Council Meeting, 2.30pm. 
October 
Friday 30 October – Concert by Chris White & Julie Matthews, 7.30pm. 

Churches Together in Hartlepool Prayer Meetings at 8.30am 

August no meeting 
September 9 St George’s URC 
October 14 St Columba’s Church 
These are open meetings and all are welcome to attend. 
 

Coffee Rota 

Aug.    2nd.     Enid Bushnall, Barry Liddle.  
            9th      Gillian Elliston, Liz Moss.  
           16th.    Madeline Bell, Sheila Harrison.  
           23rd.    Ray Trench, Janet Henderson.  
           30th.    Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers.  
Sept.    6th.             Gillian Cartman, Joan Rennie.  
            13th.           Barry Liddle, Sheila Harrison.  
            20th.           Enid Bushnall, Ray Trench.  
            27th.           Madeline Bell, Janet Henderson. 
Oct.       4th.            Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers. 
             11th.           Margaret Fraser, Gillian Elliston. 
             18th.           Liz Moss, Gillian Cartman.  
             27th.           Joan Rennie, Sheila Harrison.  
 
Data Protection 

To keep church records up to date and in line with GDPR requirements, if you 
change your address/telephone numbers/email address please let Margaret H know. 
Thank You. 
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Food Bank 

Please continue to support the Food Bank as you are able in 
these difficult times. The box is in the hall area. Thank you. 
 

Change For Africa 

If you remember. We are twinning our 
church (very small!) garden with one in Africa.  

Twinning a community garden costs £120 
and the good news is we’re already well on the 
way with the total to date of £89.81p. Thanks in 
advance! 

If you want more information look up 
rippleeffect.org/twin-a-garden. 
Chris 
 
Thank you 
Thank you to those who have kindly left donations of unwanted gifts in the boxes in 
the hall area. These have been used for tombolas at church fayres and raffles at the 
concerts and have helped to raise money for our church.  
Gillian R. 
 

Stamps                                                                                                              

 Many people have been collecting postage stamps over the years and 
they have either gone to Tonia for the hedgehogs or to Rev Malcolm Smith 
at Northallerton for foreign mission projects. I don’t know if people don’t 
collect stamps any more or whether the cost of postage to charities is too 
great, but the bottom seems to have fallen out of the market. The upshot is 

that we are not collecting them anymore – unless you know of any charity who still 
collects them. If you do, let Betty or Chris know. 

Harvest    

Harvest Sunday will be on September 27th. 
Details about decorating the church for harvest and the 
harvest meal will be announced in church in the next 
few weeks, so look out for details.  We will be asking 
for donations for the Food Bank and our Harvest giving 
will be for Commitment for Life as usual.  Please take 
an envelope when they are there. 

We had an emergency appeal from Christian Aid which we supported with 
giving from the Communion collection. At this time of year, they are holding their 
Harvest for Hope appeal. If you wish to support this too, envelopes will be available 
and you can return them in our October Communion collection- or in the plate. 
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Church Register  
Baptisms 
Sunday 7 June 2026 – Eloghosa Great Efosa-Igbinosa, son of Harriet and Efosa. 
Sunday 7 June 2026 – Etinosa Jesse Efosa-Igbinosa, son of Harriet and Efosa. 

.  
Sunday 7th June 2026 

Today, Sunday, was my baptism. 
I had so much fun and took some 
pictures and even got a cake. It was 
pretty good also sat with my brother 
Victor and played with him. 

Great 

        The Cake! 
 
 

Property Committee, 
No further progress with the tree. Removing it is in the hands of the council at 

the moment so we await autumn when all of our gutters need cleaning out again!.  
Anyone good at changing panes of glass? We have a couple in a door that 

need replacing for safety reasons. Please get in touch.  
We have had quite a few occasions where chairs and tables have had to 

moved around for concerts and events. This isn’t always a 2 minute job and thanks 
to those who have helped. If you are able to help to help then please do as it makes 
such a difference. 

Work is still going on in the church lounge. We will be doing guided tours 
soon.    
We have bought some directional free-standing signs for use at events. There will 
also be signs on external doors giving information re access on Sundays and for 
concerts. 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 

Do you know capital city of :- 

1 Australia          2 Brazil     3 Bahamas   4 Belarus 

5 Croatia      6 Cuba   7 Ethiopia  8 Canada 

9 Bulgaria  10 Chile  11 Haiti 12 Hungary 

13 Iceland 14 Indonesia 15 Iran 16 India  

17 Norway 18 Thailand ? 

ANSWERS 

1 Canberra 2 Brasilia  3 Nassau 4 Minsk 

5 Zagreb 6 Havana 7 Addis Ababa 8 Ottawa 9 Sofia 

10 Santiago 11 Port au Prince 12 Budapest 

13 Reykjavik 14 Jakarta 15 Tehran 16 New Delhi 

17 Oslo  18 Bangkok 

St George’s Venue   
We had a splendid afternoon with 

the Cobweb Orchestra on the 12th July. 
Many thanks to Pam for sponsoring the 
concert. The Vic Branfoot Memorial 
Concert in 2027 is already booked but 
we will keep the artists under wraps for a 
while. If you would like to sponsor a 
future concert, please let me know. 

Coming soon in September, we 
welcome the incredible Tannahill 
Weavers from Scotland. Tickets are on 
sale now from Enid and via the Citizens 
Advice next door to the church as well as 
our online options. 

Later in October we welcome 
back Chris While and Julie Matthews and in November we are pleased to have Bob 
Fox with his musical partner Stu Luckley in St George’s. My brother Geoff will be the 
support act for this concert. Paul 
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We are sad to see 
Helen and Godwin leave to 
go back home. We look 
forward to welcoming you 
back- and so will the boys! 
Safe journey! 

Here is the cake 
they cut at their last service 
with us. 

 

 
 
News of People 

 
Please pray for our members and friends who may be unwell, 
particularly Kathy T, Wynn P, Janet W and Paul R.  

Happy Birthday to Cathie E who will be 50 on 7th Sept 
Emily was recently successful at gaining a Sister’s post on the 
unit where she works. Congratulations! 

 

FLOWER DONORS 

 
August 2  Mrs M Daniel 
August 9  Mrs C Eddowes 
August 16  Mr N Simpson 
August 23  Mr & Mrs A Ord 
August 30 Mrs G Cartman 
Sept 6  Mrs K Bosworth 
Sept 13  Mr P Watson 
Sept 20  Mr and Mrs A Woodhall 
Sept 27 Mrs E Welsh 

 Newsletter Editor 
Chris Eddowes  65 Hutton Ave Hartlepool TS26 9PP tel 01429 269412  
Copy for next newsletter by Sept 27th please 

 



7 
 

 

Stewards.                                          Keys 

.Aug.   2nd.   Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.                   Liz Moss.  
           9th     Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.           Alan Woodhall. 
          16th.  Liz Moss, Alan Woodhall.                           Nic Simpson.  
          23rd.   Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.                   Liz Moss.  
          30th.   Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.           Alan Woodhall.  
 Sept.   6th.    Liz Moss, Alan Woodhall.                     Nic Simpson.  
           13th.   Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.             Liz Moss.  
           20th.   Sandra Hindmarch, Pam Branfoot.     Alan Woodhall.  
           27th.   Alan Woodhall, Liz Moss.                     Nic Simpson.  
Oct.      4th.   Gillian Elliston, Sandra Hindmarch.     Liz Moss.  
            11th.  Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.     Alan Woodhall. 
            18th.  Alan Woodhall, Pam Branfoot.             Nic Simpson. 
            25th.  Sandra Hindmarch, Gillian Elliston.     Liz Moss.  
 
Worship in St George’s 
 
August 
2nd 10.30am Mrs Chris Eddowes, Communion 
9th 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings 
16th 10.30am The Worship Team (GE) 
23rd 10.30am Mr John Drew 
30th 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings, Methodist Circuit Service 
September 
6th 10.30am Mrs Chris Eddowes, Communion 
13th 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings, Church Meeting follows this service 
20th 10.30am Mr John Drew, a Baptism will follow this service 
27th 10.30am Ms Helen Cooper, Harvest Thanksgiving and lunch 
October 
4th 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings, Communion 
  
Communion Rota Sept May Ord   Sandra Twist   
Oct      Gillian Elliston  Ray Tench 
 
 
St George’s Regular 
Activities  
Sun 10.30am Family Worship  

Mon 6.00pm Beavers 

 6.30pmCub Scouts  

7.0pm Scouts  

Thur 10am Hobbies Club 

 

 

Church Officers  
CHURCH SECRETARY  
Mrs M Humberston 25 Belmont Gdns TS26 9LS tel 
425847 CHURCH TREASURER  
Mrs Sandra Twist, 17, Granville Ave tel 273447 
 HALL BOOKINGS STEWARD 
Contact Mrs M Humberston 
Church Office 
Anyone who would like photocopies doing please 
contact Gillian Elliston  
email: grmchart@gmail.com 
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                                                                                                                 Helen and Godwin cut the cake 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


