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NEWSLETTER OF ST GEORGE’S HARTLEPOOL

June-July 2026

Well! A hot, sunny bank holiday! How unusual and also the bank holiday was
on Whit Monday, like it always used to be. | can’t think that I've heard the term
‘Whitsuntide’ for quite a long time now. We know it by the name Pentecost, the
festival’s original Jewish name, so called because it's 50 days after Passover and
was originally the first of the harvest festivals of the year to be celebrated by the
Jews. However, it had taken on a different slant by Jesus’ day as they celebrated
more the going up the mountain of Moses and his returning 10 days later with the
Law from God. This has echoes in what happens in Acts. 40 days after the
resurrection, Jesus goes up the mountain and 10 days later, the gift of the Spirit
comes down from heaven.

In Iceland, the country, not the shop, | saw a church with the word ‘hvitasunna’
on it and realised it must be a Pentecostal church. But back to Whitsunday. When |
was young, in Sheffield, on Whitsunday our Congregational church shared worship
with the local Methodists, taking it in turns to host. We didn’t meet there, the church
on the move walked in procession to the other with their banner and our Boys’
Brigade band leading.

On the following day, all the churches in the city seemed to be on the move to
the local parks where we sang hymns from that year’s hymn sheet to the music of
the Salvation Army band. It was wonderful to march along the roads with banners,
bands, congregations and Sunday Schools, and the May Queen, if the church had
one. How proud | felt the year it was me- | even made it to the front page of the
Sheffield Star. Crowds lined the streets and often followed to the parks. | can
remember feeling so glad that | belonged to a church and pitied those who didn’t.
And the sun always shone!

| still feel proud to belong to a church and love to meet the people who come
into St George’s for all sorts of reasons. I'm happy to answer questions and discuss
our faith- | had a fascinating conversation with a visitor to our Spring Fayre- and |
hope that they will come along to a service and to get to know us. Not just us, but
through us, Jesus. That is the job we were given in return for the gift of the Spirit.
Yes, all of us.

Chru



Dates for your diary

June

Friday 5 June — Kiki Dee & Carmelo Luggeri concert, 8pm.

Monday 8 June — Open LEP Meeting, 9.30am-12.30pm.

Monday 8 June — Methodist Circuit Meeting, 7pm in the meeting room.

Thursday 18 June — Elders’ Meeting 2.15pm.

Saturday 27 June — Coffee Afternoon at the home of Gillian E, 2pm-4pm in aid of
Link to Hope Shoe box appeal.

July

Friday 10 July — Eldon Grove Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly Rehearsal, 10am.
Sunday 12 July — The Cobweb Orchestra concert, 2.30pm.

Friday 17 July - Eldon Grove Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly Rehearsal, 10am.
Sunday 19 July — Church Meeting following morning worship.

Monday 20 July — Eldon Grove Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly, 10am.

Churches Together in Hartlepool Prayer Meetings at 8.30am

10 June The Church of the Nazarene

8 July St Luke’s Parish Church

These are open meetings and all are welcome to attend. Prayers last for about
30 minutes followed by light refreshments.

Coffee Rota

June 7th. Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers.
14th. Gillian Cartman, Margaret Fraser.
21st. Enid Bushnall, Gillian Elliston.
28th. Janet Henderson, Barry Liddle.

July. 5th. Madeline Bell, Sheila Harrison.
12th. Ray Trench, Joan Rennie.
19th Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers.
26th. Gillian Cartman, Margaret Fraser.

Aug. 2nd. Enid Bushnall, Barry Liddle.
9th Gillian Elliston, Liz Moss.
16th. Madeline Bell, Sheila Harrison.
23rd. Ray Trench, Janet Henderson.
30th. Gillian Rodgers, Paul Rodgers.

Data Protection

To keep church records up to date and in line with GDPR requirements, if you
change your address/telephone numbers/email address please let Margaret H know.
Thank You.



Food Bank

Please continue to support the Food Bank as you are able in
these difficult times. The box is in the hall area. Thank you.

Change For Africa

We have now bought 101 trees. If
they were all together, we would have planted a
small wood. | came across a twin-your-garden
scheme which is run by Ripple Effect (who used
to be Send a Cow) and | though this might be a
good idea for our small change. Talking to the
Hobbies Group, we thought it might be a good
idea to twin our small church garden with a
community garden in Africa. After all the church
toilets are twinned!

They say “We work with farmers in rural Africa- Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Rwanda, Uganda and Zambia- to share our knowledge in sustainable agriculture,
supporting them in achieving food security for their families. This, along with
our gender & social inclusion and enterprise development work, contributes to the
long-term improvement of our participants' lives and wellbeing.”

Twinning a community garden costs £120 and the good news is we're already
well on the way with the total to date of £50.51p. Thanks in advance!

If you want more information look up rippleeffect.org/twin-a-garden.

Chris
Eldon Grove Academy

The staff at Eldon Grove Academy have asked to come to St George’s for their Year
6 Leavers Assembly again this year. The children will be coming to rehearse on
Friday 10th July and Friday 17th July from 10am. The Leavers Assembly itself will
take place on Monday 20th July starting 10am. If you are able to come and help on
any of these dates, please see Margaret H.

Church Register

Baptisms

Sunday 26 April 2026 — Lottie J Lines, daughter or Rae-Ella and Jamie.
Sunday 17 May 2026 — Louie Thompson, son of Megan and Gary.
Sunday 24 May 2026 — Luca Ashley McKie, son of Amber and Jackson.

Weddings
Monday 6 April 2026 — Thomas William Mallinson & Emily Grace Rodgers
Tuesday 7 April 2026 — Maddison Anya Bishop & Kendal Louise Emmett



Thank you to everyone who celebrated with us. We are
very grateful for the support, encouragement, love and
laughter that you have contributed to our lives. A special
thank you to Margaret for conducting the ceremony and
for the many cards and gifts we received.

Emily & Thomas Mallinson

Link to Hope Shoe box Appeal 2026

Thank you to those who have contributed items to put in the shoeboxes or made
cash donations. If we are to be able to send 100 boxes again this year we need
more!

We need more Soap, Shampoo, Candle Holders, Tea Lights, Hats, Scarves and
Gloves. Please give to a member of the Hobbies Group or leave in the church office.
Thankyou, Gillian Elliston

Coffee Afternoon

Saturday June 27" 2-4pm
At the home of Gillian and Ray Elliston

Donations to help cover the transport costs of the Link to Hope Appeal

Property Committee,

After quite a few weeks of work, Alan and | have pretty much completed the
work in the church lounge (new name for the old coffee shop). The walls have been
painted, the doors and window frames glossed and the carpet now laid. It all looks
very smart but we still have a small area that needs to wait for the plaster to properly



dry before we finish it off. Frank T has replaced some sockets and the wifi has been
boxed in finally.

The next job is to look at the kitchen area and consider options for this
space. Ask and you will be able to have a look around and if you fancy helping with
the ongoing work, please let us know. Many hands make light work especially in
God’s house.

The area to the east side of the church where the paint has bubbled needs some
work. If anyone would like to help with this job, again, please ask and we can
arrange something.

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ
FAMOUS LINES FROM FILMS
Do you know which films these famous lines come from ?

1 Frankly my dear, | don’t give a damn
2 May the force be with you

3 There’s no place like home

4 To infinity and beyond

5 nobody puts baby in a corner

6 Shaken not stirred

7 Love means never having to say you're sorry
8 Carpe diem, seize the day boys

9 Well nobody’s perfect

10 You’re gonna need a bigger boat
11 Hasta la vista baby

12 A boy’s best friend is his mother

13 Revenge is a dish best served cold
14 Here’s looking at you kid

15 After all, tomorrow is another day

ANSWERS

1 Gone with the Wind 2 Star Wars 3 Wizard of Oz 4 Toy Story
5 Dirty Dancing 6 Goldfinger 7 Love Story 8 Dead Poet’s Society



9 Some Like It Hot 10 Jaws 11 Terminator 2 12 Psycho 13 The
Godfather 14 Casablanca 15 Also - Gone With the Wind

St George’s Venue

We have had a number of concerts since the last newsletter and we are really
pleased to say that all have been very successful. In the last newsletter we
mentioned that the upcoming concerts in May would be with Miranda Sykes and Jim
Causley, Vikki Clayton and dipping in to June Kiki Dee with Carmelo Lugerri.

Miranda and Jim entertained us with their
original style of folk music played on the accordion
and piano. Miranda played the guitar and bass.
Together their sound with very pleasant and they also
played some individual pieces. They played most of
the songs from their most recent CD and some other
classic songs eg Time in
a Bottle by Jim Croce. It was a very enjoyable concert
that deserved a better attendance. Thank you if you
did come along and support the artists and the church.

. Later in May we welcomed Vikki Clayton and
again we were concerned that the support was going
to be very poor. Vikki is an excellent singer and guitar
player and we were lucky to have her visit St George’s
as part of her 2026 tour. On Saturday morning we had
sold only 16 tickets so we had decided to use the hall area of the church for the
concert rather than the sanctuary space. This was a success as the smaller area
proved to be beneficial as we were able to keep the tables
and the audience in the evening had swelled to 32 which
helped create a better atmosphere for the audience and
the artist. Vikki commented afterwards that . It was the
kind of gig that musicians dream of. Lovely venue,
audience and sound. And the chocolate Cake’. She did
ask how much would it cost to buy Ruby! | don’t think Tom
and Emily would part with our little friend.

The concert with Kiki Dee and Carmelo Lugerri will
be mentioned in the next newsletter but | do hope that as
many of the church members and their friends have been
able to come along to the concert to enjoy the music. This
concert is a scoop for us at St George’s and we thank the
Music Society for helping us with the costs.

In July we have a special concert with the Cobweb Orchestra. This concert is
being sponsored by Pam Branfoot in memory of her husband Vic who was the
chairman of the Hartlepool Music Society for many years. This concert will be held




on the afternoon of Sunday 1 th July at 3.00pm.
Tickets are only £6.00 and the doors will open at
2.30 with refreshments and cake.

Please come along and support all of our concerts at
St George’s.

Paul Rodgers

Spring Fayre

The total raised at the recent Spring Fayre was
£1092.01. Many thanks to everyone that contribute
to such a fantastic result.

The Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 21
November from 11 — 2 pm — please note the new
time.

Gillian R

News of People

Mr N Simpson

Mrs S Twist
June 21 Mr N Simpson
June 28 Mr P Watson
July 5 Mrs P Branfoot
July 12 Mrs W Parkinson
July 19 Mrs M Humberston

July 26 Mr F Whittaker

St George's Venue
Park Road, Hartlepool, 7526 9HP

. George 'S
\§ Venue  Hortlgoo,
2026 Vic Branfoot Memorial Concert

COBWEB
ORCHESTRA

Musical Director - Peter Gulbis

Silndag 12 ] Lﬂg 2026

Scan the QR for
All tickets - £6.00 ofdine bo

Citizens Advice, Park Road, Hartlepool, TSZ
Northern Rocks Vintage Vinyl at Kiwi Trading

73 Osborne Road, Hartlepool, TS26 9JP,
Venue friends :
and on-line

2.30- 4.00pm Refreshments uvulluble

Doors open at 2.30pm

Please pray for our members and friends who may be unwell,
particularly Kathy T, Wynn P and Janet W. Also congratulations
».. to Thomas and Emily on their recent marriage.



June 7th.
14th
21st.
28th

July. 5th.

12th.
19th.
26th.
Aug. 2nd.

9th

16th.
23rd.
30th.

Stewards.

Sandra Hindmarch, Pam Branfoot.

Liz Moss, Gillian Elliston.
Alan Woodhall, Pam Branfoot.

Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.

Liz Moss, Alan Woodhall.
Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.

Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.

Liz Moss, Alan Woodhall.
Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.

Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.

Liz Moss, Alan Woodhall.
Pam Branfoot, Gillian Elliston.

Pam Branfoot, Sandra Hindmarch.

Worship in St George’s

Keys

Alan Woodhall.
Nic Simpson.
Liz Moss.

Alan Woodhall.
Nic Simpson.
Liz Moss.

Alan Woodhall.
Nic Simpson.
Liz Moss.

Alan Woodhall.
Nic Simpson.
Liz Moss.

Alan Woodhall.

The Worship Team (BC), Church Meeting follows this service

Ray Tench

June

7t 10.30am Mrs Chris Eddowes, Communion & two Baptisms
14t 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings

218t 10.30am The Worship Team (GE)

28" 10.30am Mrs Maranny Jones

July

50 10.30am Rev Bev Hollings, Communion
12t 10.30am Mrs Pauline Caswell

19t 10.30am

26" 10.30am Mr Andrew Tinkler

August

2 10.30am Mrs Chris Eddowes, Communion
Communion Rota

July Gillian Elliston

Aug Paul Rodgers

Gillian Rodgers

St George’s Regular Activities
Sun 10.30am Family Worship

Mon 6.00pm Beavers
6.30pmCub Scouts
7.0pm Scouts

Thur 10am Hobbies Club

Church Officers
CHURCH SECRETARY
Mrs M Humberston 25 Belmont Gdns TS26 9LS tel
425847 CHURCH TREASURER
Mrs Sandra Twist, 17, Granville Ave tel 273447
HALL BOOKINGS STEWARD
Contact Mrs M Humberston

Church Office
Anyone who would like photocopies doing please
contact Gillian Elliston

Newsletter Editor

Chris Eddowes 65 Hutton Ave Hartlepool TS26 9PP tel 01429 269412

Copy for next newsletter by July 26th please




