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Dear Friends
As I sit and write this letter this evening the news today weighs heavily on my mind. Today the Supreme Court ruled that the behaviour of the Prime Minister in proroguing parliament
is unlawful.
Most of us probably felt quite uncomfortable when we heard this news today. We live in
uncertain times when the sands beneath our feet are slipping and sliding all over the place and
the things we hold dear and the things in which we place our trust no longer offer us the security we long for.
For holiday makers, the collapse of Thomas Cook has meant that instead of a holiday being time to relax and let go of worries, it has become an anxious time for many, concerned
about whether or not they will get to their holiday destination and, if they do, will they get home
safely and on time.
Sometimes we find ourselves in uncomfortable places. Illness, bereavement, unemployment and redundancy can all make us feel less secure. It becomes difficult for us to focus our
attention and to see the paths in front of us. How we handle these challenging times says a lot
about our character and we all respond differently.
As a Group of churches working together, we are encouraged to support and care for one
another – not just those in our own community but those in all four congregations in the Pastorate.
On Sunday 6th October we will be joining together for our Annual Group service. This
year it is at St George’s, Hartlepool at 10.30am. Our theme for the service is taken from something I saw on my recent holiday in Scotland which calls us to recognise one another’s skills
and abilities and to think about how we might share them as we support one another. The service will be followed by a ‘bring and share’ lunch and a short church meeting. I do hope you
will all make every effort to attend as we worship God and celebrate his goodness.
As we gather around the Word of God let us be reminded of the words of Psalm 119 v
105
Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path
In these days of uncertainty, we can always be sure of God’s love for us, and be certain of the
Spirit’s guiding of us as we seek paths of righteousness and peace.
Every blessing

Sue
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Dates for your Diaries
October
Sat 5th
Synod Meeting at Wooler
th
Sun 6
Group Church Meeting following worship with bring and share lunch
Mon 7th Elders Meeting 10am at Sandra’s
Sat 12th Movie Night with Pie and Peas – film will be Joseph and his
Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat
November
Mon 4th Elders Meeting 10am at Sandra’s
Sat 9th
Remembrance Concert by the Ladies Choir with Flossie Malavialle 7pm
th
Tues 12 Concert by The Voskresenije Choir of St Petersburgh 7.30pm tickets £10
Sat 16th Christmas Fayre 9.30am – 12noon
Sat 23rd World Church and Misson Coffee Morning 10am – 12noon
Sat 23rd Thornaby Mission Christmas Fayre 1pm – 2.30pm
Sat 30th Fundraising Group Meeting 10am at Gillian R’s
December
Sat 7th
Pie and Peas Film Night 4.30pm, film to be confirmed
Sun 8th
Group Carol Service 4.30pm at St Andrew’s and St George’s followed
by Bring and Share tea.
Sun 15th Concert by Former Members of Hartlepool Youth Choir 4.30pm
Churches Together in Hartlepool
8am Prayer Meetings:
9 October
College of Further Education
23 October
10 Clarkson Court
13 November College of Further Education
27 November Headland Baptist Church
All are welcome to attend these prayer meetings.
Advent: There will be a joint service at St Oswald’s Church, Brougham Terrace, on
1 December at 4pm. Everyone is welcome to attend this service.
Coffee Rota
OCTOBER

6TH
13th
20th
27th

Val Rigg, Elma Welsh
Service at Grange Road
Paul and Gillian Rodgers
Robert and Sheila Harrison

NOVEMBER

3RD
10th
17th
24th

Margaret Fraser, Gillian Cartman
Aileen Whittaker, Rose Hastings
Janet White, Wyn Parkinson
Enid and Alistair Bushnell

DECEMBER

1st

Gail and Ashley Hoad

.Please make sure you are in Church early enough to set out the tea and coffee things and get everything ready before service starts. Please use Fair Trade goods. Tea, Coffee and Sugar are provided. Bring milk (2 litres) and biscuits.
If you cannot do your turn please swap with someone else on the list. There is no need to leave your
seat before the end of the service to make tea and coffee. There is plenty of time for everyone to get
to the hall area and the boiler is ready to use.
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Project Africa
The total for our “Khanyisa Trust” project
.now stands at £88.21.
Please, please keep saving your coppers
etc. and thank you to everyone who is supporting our appeal.
Wyn Parkinson
Healthy Eating
With a much reduced amount of produce this
year many thanks to all
who left money
in lieu for fruit and vegetables £55 has been
added to church funds.
Frank and Aileen
35th Hartlepool (St
George’s) Scout Group
In their separate groups, the Beavers
and Cubs are working for their ‘Disability
Awareness’ badge. The Beavers have been
trying to appreciate how it would feel to be
physically disabled and they have also been
learning about which breeds of dog are chosen to be guide dogs and how long they are in
training for.
The Cubs have been discussing the different types of disabilities that people may suffer from, both seen and unseen. Some of
them know a person who has a disability and
they understand some of the problems which
these people face. Amongst other things, they
discussed how the blue badge system operates and why it should not be misused and
how the installation of ramps and lifts in buildings can assist disabled people.
The Scouts are currently involved in
team-building exercises and are looking forward to ‘Screamfest’ at Ravengill later in the
year. This will be an outdoor camp.
The Cubs and Scouts have recently been
away for a weekend camp at Ravengill. The
theme for the weekend was Science and
Technology and involved taking part in experiments outside. A very good time was had by
all. An extra bonus was seeing the Harvest
moon on Friday 13.
Mark thoroughly enjoyed his time at the
World Scouting Jamboree in the USA followed
by a stay in Vancouver.

Thank you
Alistair and Enid would like to say a big thank
you to everyone for kind wishes and prayers
they received on Alistair's recent health
scare. Also for cards and flowers from our
Church family. Just knowing how much people
care means a lot. Bless you all.
Alistair and Enid xx
Data Protection
To keep church records up to date and in line
with GDPR requirements, if you change your address/telephone numbers/email address please
let Margaret Humberston know. Thank You.
Church Register
22nd September - Baptism
of Ashton Mathew Vasey
& Arthur James Vasey,
sons of Chelsea and Jake.
Calendars
Paul H will be producing
replacement monthly calendar sheets for 2020.
If you would like one please let him know. Cost
£1.25.

Shoeboxes
.Please continue to knit, save boxes
and useful items. Please help us pack up on Oct
17th and 24th October at Hobbies 10am.and
24th at 6pm. As a number of folks are unable to
help this year i would be pleased of any extra
assistance.
We need £3 a
box to cover costs as
Link to Hope have had
to raise it this first increase since
2000.Project managers
giving out shoeboxes in some instances into freezing
homes with no wood
fire or food are trying to meet emergency needs
So please could you help with a donation however small? We have a third of the money so far.
We need to fill 80 boxes for a pick up. Boxes to
be picked up early November so to be dedicated
on 27th October.
Many thanks Aileen Whittaker
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Group Christmas Carol Service
On Sunday 8th December we will be hosting a Christmas Carol
Service at St Andrew and St George at 4.30 pm. The Billingham
Silver Band will be coming to play carols and Christmas music and there will be some readings and prayers – all followed by a bring and share tea in the Hall.
We hope to get together a choir from across the group to sing too, so if you would like to join
in, please make a note of the following dates for rehearsal at A&G.
Friday evening at 7.00 pm on 4th and 18th October, 1st and 15th November and 6th December.
Alex Fender
The Posada
I am hoping to arrange the Posada again during the Advent period, as it has been well received in previous years. The figures of Mary and Joseph will leave the church on Advent
Sunday and return on Christmas Eve at the Carol service. A list will be circulated in due
course to give everyone who wishes the chance to have the figures in their homes overnight
before delivering them to the next person on the list the following day. Please do join in this
time of personal preparation for the birth of Jesus if you are able.
Knitted Bible
The Knitted Bible will be back home from Tuesday 24 March 2020 until Tuesday 14 April
2020. We intend to have the exhibition open from 10am until 3pm during this time and plan
to invite the schools to visit. Obviously we will need people in the church to help during the
times the exhibition is open. I would be grateful if you could add these dates to your diary
and be prepared offer your help with this once the details are finalised.
Thank you, Kathryn H.
Thank you for your continued support of the on going fundraising efforts.
Forthcoming events:
Saturday 12 October Film Night and Pie & Pea Supper – please see Janet or Brian for tickets.
Saturday 9th November. 7.30 pm. Hartlepool Ladies Choir Concert with Flossie Malavialle
(a French born singer who is based in the North East of England). This concert will include
songs about Remembrance. Tickets £5. https://flossiemalavialle.co.uk
Tuesday 12 November Russian Choir 7.30 pm Tickets £10 http://
voskresenije.blogspot.com/
Saturday 16th November Christmas Fayre 9.30 – 12 noon. Donations of cakes, bottles, bric
a brac, raffle prizes, craft items, Christmas gifts and tombola prizes are always gratefully received. Please see Gillian Rodgers if you need any heavy items collecting. Donations can
be given to Gillian or left in the church office (clearly labelled please).
The stalls will be set up on Friday 15th November from 2 pm – any help would be appreciated.
Sunday 15th December at 4 pm. Ex Hartlepool Youth Choir – more details to follow.
Knitted Bible Exhibition 24 March – 14 April 2020. We intend for this to be a major project within the church and are using the fundraising meetings to plan for this event. We are
hoping to invite local schools and colleges to visit as part of their curriculum studies and well
as churches and local groups. We hope to plan a number of other social events around the
exhibition.
Our next meeting is on Saturday 30 November at 10 am at 15 Grantham Avenue. Please
do come along and share your ideas and be involved in this important and exciting part of
church life.
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‘Blessing in the Land’
Commitment for Life has shared many people’s stories over the years. It is lovely to have some follow up on
some of these stories.
When a United Reformed group visited Nyamapanda in Zimbabwe in 2010 they were greatly impressed
by the many income generating groups in the area. We shared stories of the welders, dressmakers, and electricians.
The then Mayor had asked Silveira House to help the community find ways to earn a living.
The skills learned and the training on HIV and reconciliation had a
real effect on the growing township. You may recall that Linda
Mead met up with Aaron Mareya, the programme coordinator for
technical vocation.
Aaron has since reported that Silveira House was able to
withdraw from Nyamapanda. Mnay of the groups were doing so
well that they were perfectly capable of running themselves.
Of course, trainers do go back on occasion to lend support. Aaron
said that the electricians and plumbers are doing particularly well,
with full order books and happy customers. The welders too are
still operating.
Unfortunately, the dressmakers struggle with the influx of second-hand clothing from Europe,
USA and Mozambique. They used to sell their own products in the local market and had hoped to
expand into Mozambique. But the influx of cheap clothing makes that difficult. However, the
credit scheme is still working well, giving opportunities to expand and diversify.
Before they stopped working in the area, Silveira House lobbied for the Small and Medium
Enterprise Government Ministry Scheme. This means people now have the right to apply for a
shop, stall or stand, according to their situation. When they are granted permission for one of these
facilities, the plans have already been drawn up and approved, so getting it built is much simpler.
These days, Aaron continues the work of Silveira House in South Matabeleland and this area
is also starting to show healthy growth and hope for the future.
Our Next Book Group
After our first read of our new book group we are proposing one further read before the dark nights
and the Christmas season is upon us. We have a simple, informal structure for the group. We
read the book in 2 parts and think about the following questions ...
“what did you like?”, “what did you disagree with” and “what is it making us think about?”

We have used the following simple rules to guide us to run our group:
• Each book needs a sponsor. The sponsor’s role is to identify a book the group can read. If you
have a book you think we should read then please let Liz and Maxine know. We need a sponsored book by the end of July, so we all have time to read it.
• To keep the group open and informal.
• To be open to feedback about what is working and what is not.
Book: Jesus Today: Quaker Perspective by Michael Wright
Dates: 24th September and the 22nd of October
Time: 17.30 – 19.00
Venue: The Nursery Inn – Hopps Street, Hartlepool

6

7

An Interesting Year
It doesn’t seem long ago when I said I was President for
8
Cleveland County. My term of office as president
ends in November and I have enjoyed it.
We had the county finals weekend on July 6th/7th at Eldon
Grove and Thornaby. On 8th July I held my President’s Day at
Grayfields. From 20th August there were five days back-toback bowling at Skegness where 3 ladies from Stockton Bowling Club won their Singles and Triples. As they got most points
in all their games out of 12 Counties, they had won the Victrix
Ludorum Cup, which I was pleased to receive as President.
My hand over occurs on November 14th at the Cleveland
County Presidential Dinner and AGM at Thornaby Golf Club.
I would like to thank St. George’s Church for your support.
Sandra Hindmarsh
Don’t Forget!
World Church Mission Coffee Morning 23rd November 10am - noon.
As St George’s embarks upon a new chapter we are pleased to advertise 2 forthcoming
concerts to be held in the church at the beginning of November. The first, on the 9th November, features the local Hartlepool Ladies Choir under the direction of David Gibson. Whilst having been together only a short period of time, the choir have established themselves as one of the best in the
area. Flossie Malavialle is a French/English folk singer with a prodigious talent and wit. This promises to be an excellent event to kick off our winter season of events in St George’s. The second
concert, on Tuesday the 12th November features the internationally recognised and renowned Voskresenije Choir from St Petersberg in Russia. This choir, otherwise known as the Resurrection Choir,
are 8 in number but extremely entertaining and talented. The programme is traditional Russian and
contemporary so will appeal to everyone. This concert is being held together with the Hartlepool
Music Society.
If you have any items that we could use for a raffle at the first concert, please bring them to
church with you as soon as possible. If you could offer a choir member any overnight accommodation, please let Margaret Humberston know also as soon as possible.
Paul Rodgers
We need to provide overnight accommodation for 9 people following this concert. To date I have
only received offers of accommodation for 2 people. As there are no couples amongst the choir we
need offers of accommodation at 1 room per person. Please see me as soon as possible if you can
help with this.
Margaret Humberston
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News of People
We send best wishes to those members of our church family who have
been or are currently unwell, we think about them and miss them’ particularly at this time we are praying for Enid and Al and Dick and Margaret.
Congratulations to Janet White who will be 80 on 9th November. Congratulations also to Maxine Craig who is going to America to receive an international award for something clever, and to Niel Bushnell, son of Enid
and Al, who is now head of the Illustration Degree Course at The Northern College of Art here in
Hartlepool. We hear from one of his students that he has “started like a whirlwind”. Perhaps
there should be an illustration!

Flower Donors
October 6
October 13
October 20
October 27
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24
December 1

Date
.
OCTOBER

Mrs E Welsh
Service at Grange Road Methodist Church
Mrs S Hindmarch
Mrs M Welford
Mr and Mrs A Bushnell
Mr and Mrs P Humberston
Mr and Mrs F Whittaker
Mrs M Mudd

The Flower Ladies are arranging
deliveries on each Sunday morning. If you would like to help on
any particular day– just offer.

Stewards Rota
Stewards

Keys

6th
13TH
20th
27th

Paul Humberston, Kevin Hoad
Service at Grange Road
Sandra Hindmarch, Pam Branfoot
Aileen Whittaker, Kevin Hoad

Bill White
Brian Carter

NOVEMBER

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Liz Moss, Paul Humberston
Maxine Craig, Kevin Hoad
Aileen and Frank Whittaker
Gail and Ashley Hoad

Frank Whittaker
Alan Woodhall
Frank Whittaker
Brian Carter

DECEMBER

1st

Alistair and Enid Bushnell

Alistair Bushnell

Alan Woodhall

If you are unable to do your turn, please arrange your own substitute
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Worship in St George’s

October
7th 10.30am
13h 10.30am
20th 10.30am
27th 10.30am
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Rev S Fender - Group Service - Communion
United Service at Grange Road
The Junior Worship Team
Mr John Drew

November
3rd 10.30am
10th 10.30am
17th 10.30am
24th 10.30am

Rev John Durell - Communion
Mrs Chris Eddowes - Remembrance Service - Grange Road with us
Rev Sue Fender
The Worship Team

December
1st 10.30am Rev Sue Fender – Communion
We are now recording our services whenever possible,
and thanks go to Paul Rodgers for doing this for us. If any
of our housebound members and friends, or those who
are unable to be present on a particular Sunday, would
like to listen to the service, please let me know and I will
arrange for the CD to be loaned to you. Margaret
.

From the editor
Copy for the next issue to be with me by
lunchtime 24th Nov. please (or earlier)
Reach me by e-mail on:
chris.richard.eddowes @ntlworld.com

Church Officers
MINISTER– Rev Sue Fender Tel.01642 657642
40 Crooks Barn Rd, Norton.
Email: revsuefender@gmail.com
CHURCH SECRETARY
Mrs M Humberston 25 Belmont Gdns
TS26 9LS tel 425847
CHURCH TREASURER
Mrs Sandra Twist, 17, Granville Ave
tel 273447
FREEWILL OFFERING TREASURER
Mr W White 43 Grosmont Road Seaton Carew
Hartlepool TS25 1EP tel. 280986
HALL BOOKINGS STEWARD
Mrs J White 43 Grosmont Road Seaton Carew
Hartlepool TS25 1EP tel.: 280986

St George’s Regular Activities
Sun 10.30am Family Worship
Mon 2.00pm
Monday Meeting at Grange
Road
6.00pm
Beavers
6.30pm
Cub Scouts
7.0pm
Scouts
3rd Tuesday in month Prayer meeting 11.00am
Thur 10am
Hobbies Club

Newsletter Editor
Mrs C Eddowes
65 Hutton Ave
TS26 9PP
(269412)
Communion Rota
Nov
Mrs S Twist
Mrs M Ord
Dec
Mr B Carter
Mrs J White
All elders to help with clearing up.

Church office
Mr P Humberston
25 Belmont Gardens
TS26 9LS
(425847)
Creche Rota

Oct 6
13
20
27
Nov 3
10
17
24
Dec 1
8

Mrs G Cartman
Mrs S Harrison
Mrs T Kirkpatrick
Mrs M Ord
Mrs S Harrison
Mrs T Kirkpatrick
Mrs G Cartman
Mrs M Ord
Mrs T Kirkpatrick
Mrs G Cartman

Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs G Cartman
Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs S Harrison
Mrs ES Welsh
Mrs ES Welsh

PLEASE ARRANGE OWN SUBSTITUTE IF UNABLE
TO ATTEND.

